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EXCEPTIONAL
WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK AT IT
The Volvo 9700 is a luxury coach with a provenance that speaks for itself. It’s a premium 
product all round when it comes to quality, safety and productivity. And what’s more, it delivers 
on comfort too. Thanks to the Volvo 9700’s outstanding fuel efficiency, it’s a vehicle that also 
delivers a clear financial upside bringing a tangible return on investment.

The Volvo 9700 – it’s a straight forward choice, whichever way you look at it.

VOLVO BUS
Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA  Tel: 01926 401777, www.volvobus.co.uk

mailto:operation@coachesetc.com
http://www.volvobus.co.uk/
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By the time you are reading this we should have a good 
idea of what the next UK government will look like, even 
if there is less clarity about what happens next. Transport 
and the environment haven’t figured much in the campaign, although the 
latter subject was energised briefly following Donald Trump’s decision 
to pitch the world’s second biggest greenhouse gas producer out of the 
hard-won Paris agreement, destroying what was until then an impressive 
global consensus. 

The rest of the world will however continue down the path to a lower 
carbon future with China left in pole position to lead the commercialisa-
tion of new technologies.

Bus and coach operators legitimately argue that they should be seen as 
part of the solution, rather than the problem, when it comes to the envi-
ronment. However, while graphical representations of how many cars a 
bus or coach can take off the road are useful to some extent, this is not 
enough to win the argument. Operators need to be able to demonstrate 
that they have taken an environmental approach right across their opera-
tions, from depot management and facilities to vehicle purchasing, driver 
training, recycling and waste management.

And the way that the industry responds to new challenges is also 
important. Air quality is now a highly politicised issue, driven by growing 
evidence of the health impacts and the arrival of politicians, including the 
London and Manchester mayors Sadiq Khan and Andy Burnham, who 
are giving it a high priority. And this is clearly not something that affects 
bus operations alone, coaches are just as much in the firing line.

A presentation given to the recent AGM of the Coach Tourism Associa-
tion on emerging Clean Air Zones drove home to me the challenge for the 
sector. There is a very fine line between arguing the industry’s case for a 
measured approach and the staged introduction of new lower-emission 
technologies, and being seen as negative about the importance of tackling 
air quality. The industry needs to present itself as a partner to national 
and local politicians who are championing air quality improvements, and 
not allow itself to be perceived as a hindrance to such progress.

Fresh air, not hot air 
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Stagecoach highlights need for action 
on air quality during Green Week

Stagecoach reinforces the message about importance of buses in Green Week

In rolling out its support 
around the country for its 
annual Green Week cam-
paign, Stagecoach has called 
for more action on air quality 
including continued invest-
ment by operators in cleaner 
vehicle technologies, tougher 
tax regimes and use of clean 
air zones to target vehicles 
and journeys which contrib-
ute most to pollution on a 
per-passenger basis, and 
promotion for switching from 
cars to public transport.

The group points to data 
that shows that too many 
cars and worsening traffic 
congestion is a major con-
tributor to 40,000 to 50,000 
early deaths a year in the UK 
from air pollution, adding that 
the problem is linked to can-
cer, asthma, strokes, heart 
disease, diabetes, obesity 
and dementia, with children, 
the elderly, and the poorest 
in society most at risk. 

Stagecoach also argues 

that air pollution brings a 
financial cost to the country of 
more than £20billion a year.

The company’s ninth annual 
Green Week has the theme 
‘Delivering Solutions’ and 
started on World Environ-
ment Day, Monday 5 June. 
Throughout Green Week, local 
Stagecoach companies raised 
awareness of environmental 
issues amongst staff.

“Public transport has a cru-
cial role to play in helping Brit-
ain beat the scourge of traffic 
congestion, pollution and poor 
air quality,” says Stagecoach 
Yorkshire managing direc-
tor Matt Davies. “We urgently 
need our politicians to take 
tough action on congestion 
to free up road space and let 
buses flourish.

“Our commitment to our 
environmental responsibility is 
central to our business and we 
are continuing to take steps to 
reduce our carbon footprint as 
well as working more widely 

with our partners to pro-
tect our environment. Green 
Week is a good chance for 
us to highlight our key mes-
sages, but our work to tackle 
the challenge of climate 
change is something that 
goes on all year round.”

Stagecoach Group is mid-
way through a five-year envi-
ronmental strategy, ‘Shared 
responsibility, shared future’ 
which has been produced in 
partnership with the Carbon 
Trust and sets out a package 
of investments across its bus 
and rail businesses.

It follows a 30 per cent 
reduction in the group’s car-
bon intensity since 2007-08 
and meeting previous tar-
gets 12 months early.

By April 2019, Stagecoach 
aims to further reduce car-
bon emissions from build-
ings and fleet, cut water 
consumption and improve 
its waste recycling rate.

www.stagecoach.com/greenweek
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Mercedes-Benz Bus & Coach UK

2010 Setra 416 GTHDs.
13m tri-axle, 52 seats with W/C, Euro V.
Multiple choice, all finished in with white paintwork.  

Marcus Watts, Director Mercedes-Benz Sales
07798 820070  marcus.watts@daimler.com     
Phill Cowdery, Used Vehicle Manager
07831 135477  phillip.cowdery@daimler.com

T&C’s - *BUSINESS USERS ONLY.  60 month Operating 
Lease agreement with an advance rental of £1,205.00. 
Based on a 2010 SETRA 416 GTHD. No ownership 
option available. Payments exclude VAT at 20%. 100,000
kilometres per annum. Mileage and damage charges 
apply. Offer ends 31/07/2017. Mercedes-Benz Finance.

Price per month. 

Please contact your Area Sales Manager for details. 

£ 1,205.00* + VAT
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